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INTRODUCTION 


In our Journal of December, 1996, we began an effort to collect and publish old Tyrrell 
County’s Revolutionary War experience. With the current edition, we take a next step, 
including a bit of information supplementary to our last account of the County’s Tory 
Conspiracy. 


Considerable material is available in numerous publications, notably in the splendid 
Colonial and State Records of North Carolina, of the officers and other leaders of our 
Revolutionary Movement. Unfortunately, little is available in print of the men in the military 
ranks, and of the folks at home who cleared and tilled the land, and kept the ferries, and cooked 
and scrubbed, and sired and gave birth to a new generation of our ancestors. 


It was hoped that several members would submit accounts of their wartime families 
before publication date. We regret that only one such article, that of the militiaman Everett, 
was forthcoming. As you will see, it is not an account of great heroism, or of an aristocrat 
riding forth to war amidst the cheers of the populace and an aura of self-conceived heroism. It 
is an account of an ordinary citizen who answered the call and went forth with his poorly 
trained, ill-equipped, comrades to experience more defeats than victories. Of such is life; of 
such were our people. 


We urgently need the documented accounts of all of our Revolutionary families to flesh 
out the history of those turbulent times of the 18th Century. As PBS asks, “If we don’t do it, 
Who will?” Won’t you? 


CONTRIBUTORS 
Vernon L. Everett VLE 
Chester A. Lawton CAL 
Edwin A. Norman EAN 
Allen H. Norris AHN 


Edited by Edwin A. Norman 
Typed by Debra R. Coker 
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TO SET THE STAGE......... 


Hats off! 
Along the street there comes 
A blare of bugles, a ruffle of drums, 
A flash of color beneath the sky; 
Hats Off! 
The flag is passing by! 


Blue and crimson and white it shines, 
Over the steel-tipped ordered lines. 
Hats Off! 
The colors before us fly; 
But more than the flag is passing by.......... 


“The Flag Goes By” was not written until scores of years after all witnesses to the birth 
of our nation were gone. But it somehow captures the essence of what we like to think of as 
the Spirit of the Revolution. 


We can visualize that new flag of “thirteen stripes, alternate red and white” with a union 
of thirteen stars, being paraded through the cobbled streets of Philadelphia, past the halls of the 
Continental Congress where it had been conceived and decreed in June 1777. We wonder 
where it was first unfurled in old Tyrrell, when and by whom? 


One thing for sure, it wasn’t paraded along cobbled streets; we had no cobbles and no 
public ways worthy of being called streets. We had no towns; Plymouth and Elizabethtown 
(later Columbia) were not yet founded, though both locations had a few dwellings, a store, and 
certainly wharves and warehouses. In 1777 our Court was meeting in the home of Benjamin 
Spruill, at the mouth of the Scuppernong River, while our new courthouse was being built at 
nearby Back Landing. Perhaps a flagstaff had been erected at Spruill’s, and perhaps there the 
new flag first caught a brisk breeze off the Sound and rippled brilliantly in the sun. 


We like to think that the local militia was mustered, with their fife and drum, to lend a 
martial air to the patriotic occasion. 


So much for speculation. Now, on to some documented events of Tyrrell’s wartime 
experience. 


¢¢ 4% 4 4 


In 1775 the American colonies had an estimated population of three million. 
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MOORE’S CREEK BRIDGE 
& Lasting Ramifications Of A Victory 


In early February 1776, loyalist forces under the Scottish Brigadier General Donald 
McDonald were on the march for Wilmington, to take the town and join with troops being 
conveyed there by the British fleet. McDonald, a veteran of the 1746 Battle of Colloden, had 
participated in the Battle of Bunker Hill, April 1775, and had been wounded there. His present 
little army was composed chiefly of immigrants from the highlands of Scotland, many of them 
veterans, or the sons of veterans, of “the ‘45’”, Prince Charles Stuart’s ill-fated attempt to 
restore Scotland’s monarchy and its independence from Britain. These Highlanders, despite 
their fierce love of Scotland, were now firmly bound by oath to support the British Crown. 


Between the Loyalists and the sea were three separate Patriot units under Colonels 
Richard Caswell, James Moore, and Alexander Lillington. When it became apparent that 
McDonald’s route would take him to the Widow Moore’s bridge, the race was on. It was won 
by Lillington and his Minutemen of the lower Cape Fear. 


Arriving in the dark, Lillington’s men built deceptive “campfires” on the west bank, and 
retired across the bridge to the rise just beyond the narrow swamp. There they threw up low 
earthworks after removing the bridge decking and greasing the two supporting log stringers 
with soft soap and tallow. With them behind their hasty fortifications were “Old Mother 
Covington and her Daughter”, as they called their small, and even smaller, cannon. 


The Loyalists, coming up in the black pre-dawn, thought to surprise the sleeping camp, 
but were themselves surprised to find no one. As they searched for the bridge in the dark, a 
few shots came at them from the far side of the stream. The older, more experienced, officers 
were reluctant to try the crossing against unknown opposition, but were over-ruled by the 
young hot-bloods. 


To the skirl of wild pipes and the roll of drums, the Scots began inching their way along 
the slick logs, steadying themselves by sticking the points of their broadswords into the 
stringers. As the leaders gained the bank and sprang forward with the cry of “King George and 
Broadswords”, the Patriots’ bastion erupted with the flash of musketry, and Old Mother and 
the Daughter commenced a bloody work. The leaders were killed, and the bridge swept clean. 


The rout was complete. Pursuing the fleeing Loyalists, the Patriots captured upwards 
of 1,000 men, over 1500 stand of firearms, thirteen wagons, and £15,000 sterling in gold coins. 
Among the captured officers were General McDonald and Alan McDonald, husband of Flora 
who had saved Bonnie Prince Charlie after his final defeat at Colloden. 


The Battle of Moore’s Creek had noteworthy results. On the positive side, the British, 
learning of the Highlander’s defeat, did not effect the invasion at Wilmington, and the ardor of 
the Scots and their Regulator allies, was cooled for a while. Also, the victory helped inspire our 
representatives in the Congress to sign the Declaration of Independence in July. 


The negative side was its effect upon North Carolina’s support of the military 
establishment during the rest of the war. Our people exalted at the victory and reasoned, “What 
need have we for a standing army? Down yonder, they called some men out of the fields, and 
they went out and beat the rascals, and went home and got on with the ploughing an’ planting. 
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We don’t want, and we don’t need no regular army!” North Carolina’s subsequent shameful 
neglect of the Continental Line is history, as is the generally poor performance of its Militia. 


To the best of our knowledge, no man from Tyrrell, or from anywhere in the Albemarle, 
was at Moore’s Creek. But Colonel Lillington had connections to our area. His grandfather 
was Alexander Lillington of Perquimans, in the 1690’s Provost Marshal (High Sheriff) of © 
Albemarle County. The Colonel, born in Beaufort Precinct, had been raised by his uncle and 
guardian, Edward Moseley, Surveyor-General of the Colony, who had removed to the Cape 
Fear about 1735. 


¢¢¢ 4 


TYRRELL’S MILITIA OFFICERS 


On Monday April 22, 1776, North Carolina’s Provincial Congress appointed Brigadier 
Generals to command the militia of the six Districts, Edenton, New Bern, Halifax, 
Hillsborough, Salisbury, and Wilmington. The Edenton District, of which Tyrrell was a part, 
received Edward Vail as its general. 


Upon appointment of the generals, the Congress proceeded to appoint the fields officers 
of the several counties’ Militia. Tyrrell’s were: Clement Crooke, Colonel; James Long, 
Lieutenant Colonel; Joseph Spruill, lst Major; Andrew Long, 2nd Major. 


James Long and Spruill had been among the Minutemen officers appointed in 
September, 1775. That organization seems to have now been disbanded. For the rest of the 
war, our chief ground forces would be the Continental Line (the “Regulars”) and the Militia. 


¢¢¢ 4 4 


SOUTH LANCASTER 


In late 1797, the itinerant preacher and teacher, Jeremiah Norman, was visiting his 
“native place” in Scuppernong. Of December 1st of that year, he wrote, “I went up again to 
South Lancaster..... Saturday was quite rainy. No one came to meeting. I called on J. 
Long....... Spent the evening at Eleazer Swain’s , a man of great simplicity.” 


This is probably one of the last references to South Lancaster to be found in surviving 
writings. Used with some frequency in Colonial times, the term seems to have slipped into 
official oblivion by the late 1700’s, although it obviously retained local usage as late as 1797. 


“J.Long” was, almost surely, the preacher’s kinsman. Jeremiah’s mother Mary (died 
1789) was daughter of James Long (wp 1753). See Moseley’s map for the South Lancaster 
seat of the Long family circa 1735. 


EAN 
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TARHEELS OF THE ‘LINE’ 


In 1775, the Continental Congress called upon all states for organization of the 
Continental Line. North Carolina was assigned a quota of nine regiments (a tenth was later 
authorized). Each regiment was to consist of eight 76-man companies; ours were never fully, 
or even adequately, manned. 


It isn’t known just how many Tarheels served in the ‘Line’ during the course of the war, 
but their number was pitifully (shamefully?) short of plan and need. Secretary of War Henry 
Knox’s reports reveal the following statistics: 





YEAR QUOTA SOLDIERS ON CONTINENTAL PAY 
1775 None None 
1776 ---- 1134 
777 6120 1281 
1778 4698 1287 
1779 3132 1214 
1780 3132 ---- 
1781 2304 545 
1782 2304 1505 
1783 2304 697 

23994 7663 


The “blank” shown for year 1780 does not indicate that our Line was not in the field 
that year. In 1780, 814 North Carolina Continentals were surrendered at the fall of Charleston. 


Two 20th Century scholars differ with Secretary Knox’s total of 7663 soldiers of the 
North Carolina Line; one claims 5454, the other, 6086. 


(History Of A Southern State. Lefler and Newsome, UNC Press. 
The North Carolina Continentals. Hugh F. Rankin, UNC Press.) 


¢¢¢ 4 
FROM THE STATE GAZETTE 


THE WASHINGTON STAGE 

(January 8, 1789) 
The Stage leaves Washington every Wednesday morning, and runs to Edenton 
the same day, so as to meet the Suffolk stage. It returns to Washington on 
Thursday. It will continue this course until May next. 

B. McCabe 
STAGES 
(June 18, 1789) 

This is to inform the public that the Mail Stage will leave Captain Kock’s tavern 
in Edenton for Suffolk on Mondays and Thursdays, and will return on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 

Richard Townes 
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TYRRELL COUNTY EVERETTS IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR 


(The contributors of the following advise that their designation of some of Everetts by 
Roman numerals is to avoid confusion. These designations will not be found in the various 
sources. ) 


1. JOSEPH EVERETT was born circa 1750 in Tyrrell County, the son of Nathaniel Everett I 
(1707-1782) and wife (maiden name unknown). Joseph married Lettice Lassiter, widow of 
James Lassiter, Sr., 28 November, 1775. Little is known about six of their nine children. 
Anthony married Mary Morton, daughter of Oliver Morton, and moved to Georgia. Mary 
married Harmon Harrison, son of Thomas Harrison who died in 1792. Jeresiah, Jr., 
disappeared from the records about 1815. The other six may have joined the migration to 
Georgia. 


Pension Application NO. R-3402 states that Joseph Everett served as a private in the 
N.C. line under Colonel Spruill and was involved in the battle of Briar Creek (south of Augusta, 
Georgia). Joseph inherited land from his father, and in October 1789 made a deed of gift to the 
Morratock Church for the church lot. Joseph died in November 1833, and Lettice in 
September 1838. Any wills left by Joseph and Lettice were likely destroyed in the courthouse 
fires. 


Pension Application R 3402 
Tyrrell County Deeds, Wills, and Marriages 


2. John Everett was born in 1754. He was also a son of Nathaniel Everett II. John Everett I 
died that year, and the next child was named John. John married Sarah Fagan, daughter of 
Bedford and Mary Fagan, about 1772. Mary and John emigrated to Bulloch County, Georgia 
in 1785 with their six children. Their seventh child was born in Georgia in 1789. 


John Everett died 17 November, 1820. Sarah filed for pension in 1846, giving her age 
as 95 years. The pension application is as follows: 


APPLICATION FOR PENSION BY WIDOW OF REVOLUTIONARY SOLDIER 
Mrs. Sarah Everitt, widow of John # 3404 


Declaration of Mrs. Sarah Everitt in order to obtain the benefit of the Act of 
Congress. 


Georgia ) Personally appeared before me the undersigned, a justice 
Bulloch County ) of the Peace in and for said countv, Mrs. Sarah Everitt, 

widow of John Everitt, a revolutionary soldier, who after 
being first duly sworn, deposes and says that by reason of old age and the 
consequent loss of memory., she cannot swear positively as to the precise length 
of her husband’s service in the war, but according to the best of her recollection, 
he served not less than five years in the militia of North Carolina. This declarant 
states her husband John Everitt entered into the army about the 30th year of his 
age, that in the course of the war her husband, John Everitt, was wounded in the 
shoulder bv a rifle ball which remained in his shoulder until the day of his death. 
After the conclusion of the war declarent’s husband emigrated to Bulloch 
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County, Georgia in the year 1785 where he resided until the day of his death 
which happened on the 17th day of November 1821 in the 70th (66 struck) year 
of his age. Declarent testifies that she is ninety five years of age and.is so old 
and infirm that she cannot remember all the particulars of her busband’s service. 
She recollects that her husband went to and returned from the war a great many 
times,.and that he was wounded in the shoulder at Betty’s Bridge on Downing 
Creek near Peedee, this declarent thinks in North Carolina;. that her husband, the 
said John Everitt, served under Capt. DeJarnett from North Carolina. Deponent 
thinks that her husband served in company with a man by the name of James 
Pickett, but her memory might have failed her as she is so old she recollects but 
few of the events of that remote period. She remembers distinctly that her 
husband went to the war frequently. She has seen him with Col. Wade, who 
deponent thinks lived at Anson Co. in North Carolina. She recollects that Col. 
Thos. Wade, when the Scotch armv entered the neighborhood, retreated for 
Virginia and declarent’s husband followed Col. Wade a few miles intending to 
retreat with him into Virginia, but the Colonel advised deponent’s husband to 
return- and keep peaceable as he was not able to retreat. In consequence of the 
great age of deponent, she cannot recollect any thing more that might throw light 
on the subject of her husband’s services but she swears positively and is certain 
that her husband served at intervals throughout most of the war. 
Sworn to and subscribed this 3 October 1846 before me. 
Hardy Hodges, J. P. 
her 
(Signed) Sarah x Everitt 
mark 


[Researchers’ note. Correct birth and death dates of John Everett are 1754 and 17 November, 
1820, respectively. ] 


Sarah Everett died 24 May, 1851. She had given her age as 104 years in the 1850 
Bullock County, Georgia, Census, but five years earlier had given her age as 95 years. Whether 
she was 100,.or 105 years old, she had outlived all seven of the children. 


Pension Application File #3404 
Will of Bedford Fagan. Tyrrell County Wills, #108, Stephen E. Bradley, Jr. 


Bullock County (GA) Inferior Court Records 
Tyrrell County Deedbooks and Court Minutes 
The Everett Family. A.K. Register. 


3. John Everett, son of Captain Thomas Everett, was born 1748 in Tyrrell County. He was 
drafted as-a private in 1780, and served six months. Some of the officers of his regiment were 
Captain Abe Jennett, Lieutenant Thomas Pew, and Brigadier General John Butler. He was not 
involved in any engagement, but was employed in watching the movements of the Tories. He 
was discharged 3 November, 1780 at a camp near Salisbury, N.C. John moved to Georgia 
about 1800 and died there in 1840. His wife was Elizabeth, maiden name unknown. He named 
four children in his will dated 19 August 1840; probated January Term 1841, Bulloch County, 
Georgia. They were: Sarah Baxter, Thomas Everett, Asha Rodgers, and Mary Barrow. 
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Pension Application R 3403 
The Everett Family. A.K. Register 
Tyrrell County Deeds. 


4. Nathaniel Everett V was born March 1763, son of Captain Thomas Everett. He was drafted 
in the spring of 1778 to serve in the State Militia, and served in a regiment commanded by 
Colonel Lamb at Halifax. Nathaniel served about six months and was discharged prior to 
November 1778. He married Elizabeth _? _ and had the following known children: Joshua, 
who married Betsy Brickhouse, Hardy, who married Clarkey Swain, Jesse and Thomas who 
migrated to Georgia, and possibly others. Nathaniel died 22 May, 1836 in Washington County. 


Tyrrell County Marriages and Deedbooks 
Pension File #56829 


Washington County Deedbooks 


Editor’s note. We transcribe below a deposition from the Nathaniel Everett pension file. 
Photocopy of a companion document appears inside back cover, this Journal. 


Certificate of Henry Norman 


I was born in Tyrrell County this state. I dont know what year for I cannot read, 
but I am 5 or 6 years younger than Mr Nathaniel Everitt. I have always lived in 
the county in which I was born—I have known Mr Nathaniel Everitt ever since I 
was a small boy, for I lived with his Father from the time I was 5 or 6 years old 
until I was 19—I know that he was drafted to serve in the State Militia, he was 
drafted in what was then called Tyrrell Co now Washington Co he left some time 
in the spring and returned home a short time before Christmas, in very bad 
health, so much so, he was not expected to recover from it—I do not recollect 
the year in which he was drafted, or the length of time he served, but I heard it 
said at the time he was drafted to serve twelve months—I beleive Mr Everitt is 
about the age he states viz about 70—he is reputed in the neighborhood to have 
served in the Revolutionary War, in fact, I never heard any one express a doubt 


about it. 
His 
Sworn to & subscribed in open Court Henry x Norman 


the day & year above mentioned Mark 
Test J.C. Norcum Clk 


5. John Everett of Martin County, son of William Everett, was in the Continental Army and has 
been confused with the John Everett of Tyrrell County. This John Everett served in the 
Provencial Congress and died in 1794. He never married, as far as can be determined. His will, 
dated 14 August 1794 named nieces and nephews, rather than sons and daughters, as legatees 


VLE 
CAL 
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A WAR-TIME MARRIAGE BOND 
Elkanah Davenport to Rachel Wynn 
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THE WIDOW REMARRIES 
Marriage Bond 
Levi Rowe to Rachel Davenport 
6 April, 1785 
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The war was barely over when Elkanah died (1784, we think), leaving Rachel 
Davenport with three children, Mary, James, and Azeniah. In 1785, the widow married Levi 
Rowe (Roe) of Tyrrell, who relieved her of the administration of the Davenport estate and 
became guardian to the orphans. 


Levi died in 1798, most likely, for at April Term of that year Rachel was granted 
administration of his estate. The Court Minutes, October Term 1799, record that “John Rowe 
(was) bound to Richard Nichlson til lawful age to learn the art or mystery of a mariner”. 
Rachel’s.will was probated July Term 1835. 


Daughter Mary Davenport (1779-1858) married Dempsey Spruill (1779-1842). They 
lived at Spruill’s Bridge on the upper reaches of the Scuppernong River, less than a mile east of 
present-day Creswell. We don’t know if a bridge existed there before “Spruills”. Court 
Minutes of November Term 1777 refer to “Nehemiah(Dempsey’s father) Spruill’s new bridge”. 
So, that bridge was probably built early in, or just before, the Revolution. 

(Tyrrell County Court Minutes. Microfilm, NC A&H. 
Tyrrell County Marriage Bonds. Microfilm, NC A&H. 
Tyrrell County Wills 1812-1900. Abstracted by Stephen E. Bradley, Jr. 
Inscriptions. Spruill’s Bridge Cemetery.) 
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TYRRELL COUNTY’S WARTIME COURT 


One would think that the Minutes of the Court of Pleas and Quarter Sessions would 
reveal much of our County’s wartime activities. Such is, regrettably, not the case. 


The court carried on as usual. Deeds were acknowledged, executors qualified, and 
administrators were appointed. Unfortunate children were bound-out, patrollers and public 
officials were appointed, and licenses granted for the operation of ordinaries. Action for the 
operation of ferries and the laying-out of roads was ordered. In short, the plough of County 
administration deviated but little from its accustomed furrow, the war notwithstanding. 


We will now look at the few Minute-entries that seem of special historical interest, some 
war-related; some interesting for other reasons. 


1775 
In February, the Court began meeting “at the house of Benjamin Spruill in Scuppernong.” We 
no longer had a courthouse. With the loss of the land west of Welch’s Creek, at the erection of 
Martin County in 1774, the Tyrrell Court moved to near the mouth of Scuppernong River, 
which place was much more central to now-diminished Tyrrell than the old county seat at Lee’s 
Mills. 


1776 
In February, the following eleven Justices of the Peace took the Oath of Allegiance to the State 
of North Carolina: Benjamin Blount, Jeremiah Frasier, Thomas Hoskins, J oseph Spruill, Isham 
Webb, Peter Wynne, Edmond Blount, Joseph Whedbee, John Wynne, Richard Hoof (Huff?), 
and John Hooker. (See WCGSJ December 1996 for Tyrrell’s Tories aversion to the “Oath”.) 


Also in February, Edward Buncombe “surrendered” the county’s books to his successor, 
Jeremiah Frasier. Colonel Buncombe would soon march his 5th Regiment of the Continental 
Line. He would be wounded, in October, at Germantown, and would die in May 1778. 


In August, “Martha Cradick appered in open court and made oath that Isaac Bateman is father 
of a natural begotten child know by the name of Lovey Bateman......” This is the only case of 
alleged bastardy recorded in the Minutes of the war years. 


In May, a surtax of 1/6 per taxable was imposed for expense of “building our Courthouse, 
prison, and Stocks on Scuppernong.” 


In November it was “ordered that the road formerly called the South Creek Fork Road be 
discontinued and that a road be lade out from John Alexander down by Ebenezer Spruill and to 
continue down by Nehemiah Spruill to his new bridge and to continue over the river to St. 
Andrews Chapel”. This item seems to tell us that Ebenezer Spruill lived, most likely, just inside 
present Washington County 1-1 % miles southeast of Nehemiah. This is also perhaps the first 
mention, in the Minutes, of Spruill’s Bridge . It also raises the question, where was St. 
Andrew’s Chapel? 


1778 
In February, the Court was held “at the courthouse of our county”. This seems to have been 
the first session held in the new building, financed by the surtax of 1776. 
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L479 
In February, it was “ordered that the Sheriff cite Joseph Alexander next court to render an 
account of effects belonging to Joseph Alexander in the Continental Service he has in his 
hands.” The Minutes record no further action on this. 


In July, Russell Armstrong was appointed overseer of the road “in room and district of William 
Neal“, and Neal was “ordered summoned” to tell “why he has not taken the Oath of 
Allegiance”. Was Neal, we wonder, a Tory, or merely negligent? 


1780 
In January, it was ordered that Captain James Swain be paid £30 “for extra services for keeping 
ferry on Scuppernong River for year 1779”. Could the “extra services” be related to the War? 
We'll never know. 


1781 
In January, it was “ordered that _? Bateman, the master of Jonathan Overenton have no 
command of the said apprentice during the time of his being a prisoner of war”. 


In October, the Court exorted all to report “lurkers”. Who were the lurkers? Negroes? 
Tories? British agents? We wish the “Worshipful Justices” had told us more. 


¢¢¢ 4 4 
FIVE YEARS AFTER 


In our WCGSJ, December 1996, we identified several Tyrrell Countians who had 
admitted, or were accused of, being party to the Tory Conspiracy of 1776-7 against the State of 
North Carolina and the confederation of the former colonies. In the latter part of 1777 some 
were in jail; others were at liberty, but subject to further legal process. 


From the “List of Taxables, Tyrrell Co., NC—1782”,.transcribed in the North Carolina 
Genealogical Society Journal, November 1984, we find several of these men. Most seem to 
have avoided confiscation of their property. In the case of others, we wonder if some punitive 
taking of property had occurred. Some of the conspirators don’t appear on the list. They may 
have died, or moved from the county. 


Two loyal citizens who figured in the conspiracy story, Thomas Stubbs and Colonel 
Edward Buncombe (his estate, he having died in 1778), are also shown in our excerpts from the 
Tax List. 





NAME ACRES NEGROES HORSES CATTLE 

Land, Bird 240 7 3 2 
Buncombe, Edw., dec. 2250 26 4 

Garrett, John 640 8 7 17 
Harrison, James 120 3 12 
Harrison, Thomas, son of John 186 2 4 11 
Leggett, Daniel “Pole” tax, only 

Stubbs, Thomas Sen. 130 7 5 5 
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AN ODD CORRESPONDENCE 
Col. Robert Howe & Lord Dunmore 


Robert Howe (1732-1786), a rather aristocratic son of Brunswick County, North 
Carolina, was Colonel of the Second Regiment of the North Carolina Continental Line. He and 
his regiment arrived at Great Bridge too late to contribute to the Patriot victory on December 
9, 1775. Assuming command of the small American army, comprised mainly of Virginians, he 
led it to the capture of Norfolk. During the two weeks, Great Bridge to Norfolk, both sides 
had taken prisoners, and both were desirous of exchange. 


Colonel initiated the exchange efforts with a letter to Lord Dunmore, commander of the 
British forces in Virginia. (Dunmore was also the royal Governor, but had recently been driven 
from his capitol by the Patriots.) Dunmore replied on Christmas Day to Howe’s of the 24th. 


We reproduce the next three letters, beginning with Howe’s jarring allusion to the 
“peasants”. Despite Lord Dunmore’s sanctimonious reply, we suspect that he agreed, in 
principle, with the Colonel. Howe’s reply, attempting to explain his reasoning to M’Lord, does 
little to distance himself from the 20th Century Orwell’s “Animal Farm” philosophy of “All 
animals are equal, but some animals are more equal than others”. 


Letter from Colonel Howe to Lord Dunmore. 


Norfolk, December 25" 1775. 
My Lord, 

Desirous as we are to regain our friends in your custody, and to return to 
the army the officers and men of their corps, who have fallen into our bands, we 
can, by no means, submit to place the officers and soldiers of the army, who have 
been taken in battle, upon a footing with those officers of Militia and the 
peasants, that you have thought proper to deprive of their liberty. We have, 
since our march from the Great-Bridge, taken a number of those who were in 
action at that place; among them, some who acted under your Commissions as 
field-officers: those I conceive, may be equitably exchanged for those of the 
same rank in your hands; and reluctant as I am to continue in confinement either 
your prisoners or ours, I shall consent to no exchange but such as equity shall 
warrant. I beg leave to refer you to Mr Laurie for particulars. I should be glad 
to be favoured with a list of the prisoners you have in your hands, the rank they 
bear, and the manner in which they were taken. 

Lam my Lord, your Lordship’s most obedient, humble, servant, 

ROBERT HOWE. 

To His Excellency Lord Dunmore. 


Letter from Lord Dunmore to Colonel Howe. 
Ship Dunmore, December 26" VATS. 
Sir: 
Yours of last night I received, and really am at a loss to know what your 
meaning is; you certainly, when you proposed an exchange of prisoners, could 
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never have meant to pay your own people so poor a compliment, as not to look 
upon those whom the Convention thought proper to appoint to hold military 
commissions, in any other light than officers; those you talk of as officers of 
militia and peasants, whom you say I have thought proper to deprive of their 
liberty, come under that predicament, and were taken armed against their liege 
Sovereign. If the rank of officers in.each army is not to be our guide, I own I am 
at a loss to know by what rule we are to be governed in exchange of prisoners. 
I ai-n Sir, Your humble servant, 
DUNMORE. 
To Robert Howe, Esq., in Norfolk. 


Letter from Colonel Howe to Lord Dunmore. ; 
Norfolk, December 27", 1775. 
My Lord: 

I was not understood by your Lordship last night, and it gives me concern. 
You do me justice, however, when you suppose I could not mean, even by 
implication, to degrade any commissions issued by Conventions whose authority 
I acknowledge, whose appointment I honour, and to whose service I have 
devoted myself. I am, I find, to inform your Lordship of what I really thought 
you before acquainted, that Conventions, from the fatal necessities of the times, 
have been compelled to establish three different military bodies: Militia, Minute 
Battalions, and Regular Regiments; and that they have made a distinction in the 
rank of each. What I said, therefore, in respect to militia officers, was not 
without its propriety, had my meaning extended no further than as to their rank. 
You, my Lord, sometimes affect so much to despise any rank derived from 
Conventions, that courtesy itself cannot induce you, even in the common forms 
of address, to admit those appellations which they have fixed to particular 
characters. Circumstances, however, at other times have so far an influence 
upon your Lordship as to prevail upon you not only to admit that rank, but to 
endeavour to carry it higher than even the Conventions intended. 

A Colonel in the Minute Service ranks only with a Lieutenant Colonel of the 
Regulars; a Colonel of Militia, only with a Lieutenant Colonel of Minute Men. 
This must make it plain, that a Militia Lieutenant, though your Lordship had 
taken him in battle, cannot be deemed an equitable exchange, for a Lieutenant of 
Regulars, much less, my Lord, if a man should have been torn from his farm, and 
arbitrarily deprived of his liberty, because a Convention had nominated him an 
officer, without his having done any one act that could warrant his seizure, or 
continue his confinement longer than despotism prevails over rights and 
privileges. In this case I might, indeed compassionate his fate, but should betray 
the confidence reposed in me by my country, should I attempt to release him by a 
prisoner of equal rank taken in battle, who it would be my duty to consider as a 
pledge in my hands, for the redemption of some brave man, that by the chance of 
war may happen to be captivated. 
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The Conventions in order to establish a Militia, have appointed Captains in 
particular districts to train and exercise, in arms, all persons from sixteen to sixty 
years of age, without instructing or directing them to act against Government, 
these may meet and go through the manual exercise, and then return home, 
surely without the least guilt. Six months after, should some or all of these 
people be taken from their ploughs, made prisoners, and offered in exchange for 
those that are prisoners of war, could an officer be justified, who admitted of 
such an exchange? or would you, my Lord, should we seize upon the persons of 
the peasants, who come into this town every day, and who attend to your 
Proclamation, and subscribed your Test, admit of them in exchange for our 
officers and men, who you assert were taken in arms? Information had given me 
to think, and till your last letter, I bad no reason to doubt, that some of these 
officers and men you offered us, were such as I have described; and it was to 
that I alluded when I said, that I could not put those prisoners, taken in battle, 
upon a footing with the Militia officers and peasants, whom you my Lord, had 
thought proper to deprive of their liberty. I was explicit, I thought, when I told 
your Lordship, that I looked upon those officers, who under your appointment, 
fought at the Great Bridge, though taken since the action, as prisoners, who 
would be equitably offered in exchange for those of ours of the same rank taken 
by you; and when I desired an exact list of the men in your custody, the rank 
they bore, and the manner in which they were taken, I imagined it would be 
granted me: I wish now to obtain such a list, my Lord; and if I do, you will find 
that I shall not degrade those Commissions issued by Conventions, the rank of 
which you seem so desirous I should maintain, but join you heartily, if you 
choose it, in one measure at least, that of returning to their friends such prisoners 
as we have of yours, and restoring to the bosom of their country those that you 
have torn from tt. 

I have not bad it in my power, till within this hour, to answer your favour of 
last night; the delay you will please to excuse. 

I am, my Lord, your Lordship’s 
most obedient humble servant 
ROBERT HOWE. 
To His Excellency Lord Dunmore. 
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“Youth spent in folly renders mankind contemptable and old age miserable and body and soul 
eternally tormentable.” 
Jeremiah Norman (1771-1843) 
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WILL Of NATHANIEL EVERETT (1) 
Dated 20 Feb 1782, Proved First Monday July 1782 


In the name of God Amen. 20 day of February in the year of our Lord 1782. I, 
Nathaniel Everitt of North Carolina and Tyrrell County, being very sick and 
weak in body, but of perfect mind and memory thanks be given to God for the 
same and calling to mind the mortality of my body and knowing that it is 
appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my last Will and 
Testament: That is to say principally and first of all I give and recommend my 
soul into the hands of God that gave all and for my body I recommend to the 
Earth to be buried in a Christian like and decent manner at the discretion of my 
Executors, nothing doubting but of the general Resurrection I shall receive the 
same again by the mighty power of God, and as touching such worldly Estate 
wherewith it hath pleased God to bless me with in this life I give and dispose of 
the same in manner and form following, that is to say: 

Item. I lend unto my well beloved wife Elizabeth Everitt during her life the 
plantation and land whereon I now dwell, my riding horse bridle and saddle and a 
third part of all the movable Estate. And after her decease the said plantation 
and all the land thereunto belonging to return to my son Joseph Everitt to him his 
heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath to my two grand children the two sons of my son 
Nathan Everitt, dec’d John Everitt and James Everitt, the plantation and all the 
land thereunto belonging where he the said Nathan Everitt lived, to be equally 
divided between them when the youngest comes of age only reserving unto 
Elizabeth Everitt their mother her widowhood in the said plantation and land to 
them their heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give unto the heirs of my son Joshua Everitt dec’d. one shilling sterling. 
Item. I give unto the heirs of my daughter Lydia Griffin dec’d. one shilling 
sterling. 

Item. I give unto the heirs of my son Edmund Everitt dec’d. one shilling sterling. 
Item. I give unto the heirs of my daughter Mary Airs dec’d. one shilling sterling. 
Item. My Will and desire is that the whole of my Estate not already given nor 
disposed of together with my wifes thirds of movables at her decease to be 
equally divided between my children hereafter named--all except her thirds at my 
decease as followeth: Thomas Everitt, Nathaniel Everitt Jr., Hannah Harrison, 
Zilpah Hoff, Bilhah Jones, Sarah Gardner, Elizabeth Meazel, Jehu Everitt, 
Jeresiah Everitt, Joseph Everitt, and John Everitt to them their heirs and assigns 
forever. 

I do hereby constitute appoint and ordain my son Thomas Everitt and Joseph 
Everitt my whole and sole Executors to this my Last Will and Testament, and I 
do hereby utterly disallow revoke and disannull all and every other former 
Testaments Wills Legacies bequests and Executors by me in any wise before 
named willed and bequeathed ratifying and confirming this and no other to be my 
last Will and Testament. In witness whereof the Testator have interchangably set 
my hand and seal the day and date above written. 
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Signed Sealed and declared in the 
presence of us. Nathaniel Everitt (Seal) 
Benjamin Harrison 
Daniel Leggett 
Luke Leggett 


First Monday July 1782. Appeared Benjamin Harrison and proved the Last Will 
and Testament of Nathaniel Evrett. Thomas Evrett, Esq. and Joseph Evrett 
qualified as Executors of the estate of Nathaniel Everett, deceased. 





This will, as transcribed above, is from the hand-written Tyrrell Will Book #1, whereas 


Dr. Stephen Bradley’s well-known Abstracts are from the County’s typed version. The old 
copy may be assumed the more accurate. Accordingly, Zilpha is shown above, as in the “old” 
copy, with the surname “Hoff” (Griffin, in the typed version), “Bilhale” is corrected to Bilhah, 
and “Jeremiah” becomes Jeresiah. 


Readers of WCGSJ December 1996, will recognize two of the will’s witnesses, 


Benjamin Harrison and Daniel Leggett, as persons deeply implicated in the “Tory Conspiracy” 
of 1777. 


VLE 
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COL. JAMES LONG TO GOV. CASWELL. 
[From Executive Letter Book. ] 


Tyrrell County, Jany. 17, 1780. 
Sir: 

Agreeable to your request I have paid some of the Soldiers their Bounty, and the rest 
are very uneasy for theirs. The last will not march ‘till they get their Bounty and their 
back rations. I should be very much obliged to your Honor to let me know whether they 
are entitled to their rations from the day they were drafted or not. They would have 
marched and been over the line, but Col. Spruell told them, as I am informed by the 
soldiers, if they did they would never get their Bounty nor their rations, which put a stop 
to their March, and now they won’t March till they get their Bounty. I should be very 
much obliged to your honor to give me an order on Col. Jos. Spruell, who is Sheriff, for 
the money to pay their bounty, and the expense of Mr. Blount, as I have hired him to 
come to your Honor’s for the order, as they won’t march till they have it. I should have 
gone to Mr. Skinner’s to have seen whether I could get the money.of him, but the Sound 
is frozen over, so that there is no passing across. 

From your Mo. ob. 
& very huml. Servt., 
JAMES LONG, Col.. 
Gov. Caswell. 
N.B. The first, second and third Drafts have not recd. their Bounty. It was owing to 
my not applying to you for it. 
A ig 
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ROBERT SMITH TO GOVERNOR CASWELL 
Edenton 31 July, 1777 


shiek It is with real concern I observe your Excellency will once more be 
under the disagreeable necessity of turning out to restore order in your 
government and you have my most earnest prayers for your success, nothing I 
can do shall be wanting to help bring about so desirable an end. Should Col. 
Dauge with his men call he shall have every necessary can be had for him, as well 
arms as provisions, and the two Field Pieces, but from the best information we 
can obtain our neighbors in Martin, upper end of Tyrrell, and Bertie are not like 
long to be quiet. We had them placed to guard the magasine with a strong guard 
constantly kept up, the readiness of the country as well as the militia of this 
Town to perform this service I cannot omit mentioning with great pleasure and 
with no less satisfaction. I can inform your Excellency we have never yet had 
reason to doubt any person in this county Perquimans, Pasquotank, or Currituck 
having any hand in the conspiracy at least no one yet impeached or even 
suspected. Last night Mr. Brimage was brought under guard to this town from 
New Inlet and was committed to goal. He with one Smith had got acquainted 
with a certain Campbell, as he called himself, who said he was Lieut. of a man of 
war, and were endeavoring to get on board one of the ships at Virginia. The two 
former were taken, the latter stole a boat and made his escape, Smith is bound 


PP) 


By the time Robert Smith was writing his letter, the conspiracy was pretty well defeated, 


though arrests would continue for some time. As he indicated, the plotters in Tyrrell were 
concentrated in the “upper” end of the county, i.e., Lee’s Mills to the Martin County line. See 
WCGSJ December 1996 for details of the plot. 


Among Robert Smith’s wartime activities was the command of the armed merchantman, 


the “King Taminy“. 
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FROM THE STATE GAZETTE 


(April 16, 1789) 
Taken from a run-away negro Twenty-four yards of canvas, and four canvas 
jackets, partly made, and forty-four yards of Bunting. Any person proving the 
above articles, may have them by applying to 
Thomas Trotter 
Belgra, on Salmon Creek. March 28 
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A portion of Edward Moseley’s map is on the following page. Within the map’s 
boundaries of the Great Dismal Swamp we see in small print “made in 1728”, a reference to the 
map, not the ancient great swamp. 


We of the 20" Century find many of the map’s features interesting. 
— “Batt’s Grave“, now completely eroded, is properly shown at the mouth of Yeopim River. 


— Stumpy Point Lake is shown almost as large as Mattamuskeet. Actually, it’s a mere pond, by 
comparison. 


— Currituck, New, and Roanoke Inlets were open; they are now long-since closed. (The fleeing 
Tory, William Brimage, was captured at New Inlet in the Revolution.) 


— The marshy islands obstructing passage of lower Croatan Sound (the “Narrows”) were 
known to the Lost Colonists. They were apparently “blown-out” when nature closed 
Roanoke Inlet, diverting the great flow of Albemarle Sound south to Pamlico Sound and 
Ocracoke and Hatteras Inlets. 


— Lake Phelps is not shown, having not been discovered until the 1740s. 


— The map shows the approximate location of the Long family’s holdings on the Albemarle’s 
South Shore. A map of 1808 shows the same location. James ped: was Colonel of the 
Tyrrell militia in 1780. 


— The section of the South Shore in which the Longs lived was the “South Lancaster” of the 
Colonial era, and our early statehood. 
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PLEASURABLE & PROFITABLE READING 
Carolina’s Revolutionary Experience 


Non-Fiction 
North Carolina, The History Of A Southern State. Lefler & Newsome, UNC 1954. 
The North Carolina Continentals. Hugh F. Rankin, UNC 1971. 


Historical Novels 

Drums. James Boyd, Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1925. 

First For Freedom. Maxville Burt Williams, Moore Publishing Company, 1976. 
Raleigh’s Eden. Inglis Fletcher, Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1940. 

Toil Of The Brave. Inglis Fletcher, Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1946. 

The Scotswoman. Inglis Fletcher, Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1954. 

Wicked Lady. Inglis Fletcher, Queen’s House, 1978. 








These four Fletcher titles are the ones, of her twelve-volume “Carolina” series, that deal 
with the War of the Revolution. The Albemarle and its people are prominent in all of them. 


Mrs. Fletcher felt a great affection for North Carolina, in general, and particularly for 
the “Albemarle” region. She was the great, great, great, great, great-granddaughter of Dr. 
Godfrey Spruill of Tyrrell, and was also descended from the Caswells, Chapmans, Davenports, 
and others of that place. 


Inglis Fletcher was born in Alton, Illinois, 20 October, 1879. She died 30 May, 1969 in 
Edenton, NC, having lived the last two decades of her long, creative life quite near the 
Albemarle-Scuppernong lands of her ancestors. 


EAN 
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“T believe both the people and the army are tired of War. The one from the expense, the other 
from getting no pay.” 


General Nathaniel Green 
(early 1783) 
“The brother’s sword has been sheathed in the brother’s breast.” 


George Washington 
April 1775, upon hearing of the battle at Concord 
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“BRIER CREEK” 
Not Our Finest Hour 


The Battle of Brier Creek, south of Augusta, Georgia, was fought March 3, 1779. At 
least three North Carolina militia regiments participated, from Edenton, New Bern, and Halifax 
Districts, together with a comparative few men of the N.C. Continental Line. A good many 
militiamen from Tyrrell (part of Edenton District) were surely there; we hope that research will 
reveal their names. j 


We are indebted to Hugh F. Rankin’s work, referenced below, for a brief account of a 
very brief battle. 

When about 150 yards from the Americans, the British deployed into line of battle. The 
Georgia Continentals delivered two or three rounds and began a short advance, but “began to 
drift to the left in front of the New Bern militia regiment.” This prevented that unit from firing. 
“The Edenton regiment was forced to slide right.” “Someone shouted that the American flank 
had been turned”, whereupon the Halifax regiment fled without firing a shot. Halifax’s quick 
retreat was excusable, in part, by their having been issued the wrong caliber balls for many of 
their muskets. 


Lt. Co. Anthony Lytle and his few North Carolina Continentals maintained their order, 
and helped protect the flight of the militia. The “battle” had lasted a scant five minutes. 


(The North Carolina Continentals. Hugh F. Rankin, UNC Press 1971) 
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“Our army is in good spirits, but the militia are leaving us in great numbers to return 
home to kiss their wives and sweethearts.” 


General Nathaniel Green (Letter: February 1781) 
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MACKEY’S FERRY FARES, 1783 


At July Term, 1783, two months before the treaty officially ending the War of the 
Revolution was signed, the Tyrrell Court decreed new rates for the Kendrick’s Creek-Edenton 
crossing. 


4 wheels & two horses £1-6-8 
Chair & horse 13-4 
Man & horse 8-0 
When more 6-8 
Single man 5-4 
When more 4-0 


This is probably the first Tyrrell Minutes entry specifying a “chair”, although “two 
wheels & horse” had been common for years. The chair was a light, usually one-seated, 
conveyance classified as a luxury vehicle. 
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MENONISTS 
The Tyrrell Tax List of 1782 records six Menonists. They, who had given “in no 


Inventory”, were: Isreal Eastwood, William Howard, John Cohoon, James Dunbarr, Elijah 
Hodgson, and Samuel Sadler. 
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— During the American Revolution, an estimated one-fifth of the colonists were loyal to the 
‘Crown. 


— In 1775, a letter generally took two weeks to get to New York from Boston. 
— Benjamin Franklin was the 10" son of a candlemaker. 


— Benjamin Franklin’s bastard son, William, became Royal Governor of New Jersey in 1763, 
and stood with the loyalists in the Revolution. 


— The Tyrrell Court Minutes record no payment.for wolf scalps between 1768 and 1786. 
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BUNDLING 
The Preacher Disapproved 


Jeremiah Norman (1771-1843), son of Samuel (d. circa 1774) and Mary Long (d. circa 
1789) Norman of Scuppernong, became a circuit rider of the emerging Methodist Church. By 
age 21, his circuit included a large area of the Blue Ridge Mountains of Virginia, including 
Bedford and Botetourt Counties. 


He subsequently preached and taught grammar and singing in Tyrrell, Martin, Bertie, 
Pitt, and other northeastern North Carolina counties, led the establishment of Methodism in the 
Augusta, Georgia region, and finally settled in Bladen County, NC, with his prosperous second 
wife. His diaries (1793-1801), now in the Southern Historical Collection at the University of 
North Carolina, provide graphic insight of the preacher’s soul-searchings and observations of 
the morals, mores, and the daily round of Southerners in the early years of our Statehood. 


Arriving at one of his destinations on the Bladen Circuit in 1800, “I met the Society and 
found that all was not well. I directed a committee of 6 men & six women to attend on the 
tryal. The equal of it I have seldom heard. I declare my detestation of the practice of 
Bundling—which I have always considered an evil practice, unfit to be among Christians.” 


Unfortunately, the preacher ‘leaves us hanging’. We will never know what scandalous 
disclosures the trial brought out. We suspect, from Norman’s comments that bundling wasn’t 
-unknown in his “native place”, his term for the Scuppernong area of Old Tyrrell. 


EAN 





BUNDLING; DEFINED 


Oxford Universal Dictionary. “To sleep in one’s clothes on the same bed or couch with (as 
once was customary with person of opposite sexes, in Wales and New England).” 


American Heritage Dictionary: “To sleep in the same bed while fully clothed, a custom 
practiced by engaged couples in early New England.” 
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UPON THE DEATH OF HIS MARE 
March 15, 1795 


“The Lord gave; the Lord hath taken away.” 


Jeremiah Norman 
Methodist Circuit Rider 
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SCOTT-BLOUNT-FRAYLE 


The following article by Ms. Norris is of special interest to those of us of the South 
Shore, although it concentrates on the genealogy of these families when they yet lived north of 
the Sound. 


Grace Scott and her husband, William Frayle, would be living upon the banks of 
Kendrick’s Creek in “old” Tyrrell by 1735. The Court of the new county would meet at their 
home for several years prior to the erection of the first Tyrrell courthouse. 


For short articles of the Frayles, see WCGSJ December 1995 and December 1996. The 
1996 work shows Frayle and Capt. Thomas Blount in the toils of the Law. 


The Scott Family 
Data from the Berkley Parish Register Perquimons County NC for the family of 
Joseph Scott: 
Mary Scott the late wife of Joseph Scott of this county departed this life ye 29th 
of December 1682. Joseph Scott late of Perq departed this life last of Oct 1685. 


1) Joshua - [bcl660]; d 14 Jan 1685; m [cl681] Mary [Durant)? 
The marriage of Joshua and Mary is not in the Register. 
Joshua Scott departed this life ye 14th of Jann. cl685 

1. Grace - born 21 Sept 1682 

2. Sarah - born 20 Mar 1685 
Thomas Blount m 13 May cl685 Mary Scott. 


2) Mary -dl724; m/l John Peirce m/2 Wm Bundy m/3 Nicholas Simmons 

m/1 The marriage of Mary and John Peirce is not in the Register 

m/2 William Bundy m 15 Dec 1683 Mary Pearce, late wife of John Peare and 
dau of Joseph Scott. 

m/3 Nicholas Simons m last of June cl692 Mary Bundy 


3) Caleb - departed this life 7 Aug 1678 
Probably died young. and single. 


Joseph Scott M/2 Mary (_) Hudson 
Mrs. Mary Scott departed this life 22 Maye 1692. 
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Chart of Joseph Scott d1685 & Mary _ d1682 


Joshua (c1660-1685) m Mary d1724 Caleb d1678 
Mary Durant? (1665-1716) — _m/1 c1678 John Peirce 

m/2 c1682 William Bundy 

m/3 c-1686 Nicholas Simons 


Grace b1682 mc1701 Sarah b1685- m 
Wm. Frayley Edmund Pierce 


Joseph & son Joshua died very close together in 1685. Apparently in 1685 a 
clerk made a mistake and wrote Joseph instead of Joshua on a document. 
Margaret Hofmann correctly transcribed the document as written. This error has 
been perpetuated by researchers who copied this data. A check of the dates of 
the children’s births and marriages will show the physical unlikelyhood of Mary, 
wife of Joseph, being the mother of the children of Thomas Blount. The birth 
record for the children of Joshua Scott and Thomas Blount tracks very well for 
them to have the same mother, Mary, who was a much younger woman. 

Grace Scott - born 21 Sept 1682 - Joshua & Mary Scott 

Sarah Scott - born 20 Mar 1685 - Joshua & Mary Scott 

Thomas Blount - born 1687 - Thomas & Mary Blount 


The error is in Chowan Deed #944 when Thomas Blount misnames the first 
husband of his step mother Mary. Both Joseph & Joshua died before Thomas 
was bom. 


Time line 


1682 Sep 21. Grace, dau of Joshua Scott bom. 

1682 Dec 29. Mary, wife of Joseph Scott died 

1685 Oct ... Joseph Scott died; widow got housing for life 

1685 Jan 14. Joshua Scott died; got all real estate; widow = 1/3 

1685 Mar 20. Sarah, dau of Joshua Scott, born. 

1692 May 22. Mary _ Hudson Scott, died. Widow of Joseph. His will 
gave her housing for life. Her will names Juliana Taylor and that family, NOT 
Grace & Sarah. 

1701 Thomas Blunt & w Mary, Wm Fraley & w Grace sell “Old Scott”. 


Joshua would have inherited his father’s entire estate. He left only daus, so his 
wife Mary would be entitled to 1/3rd of the estate outright. 


Will of Joseph Scott 26 Oct 1685 Orig / no Probate (Bradley, Grimes) 
Servant John Browning - cow & calf 
Son Joshua Scott - all real estate [Old Scotts] 
Wife Mary Scott - housing for lifetime [Mary Hudson Scott] 
Gson Joseph Pierce - land already conveyed to him on other side of the 
river 
Dau Mary Bundy - part of my estate 
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Overseers: friends Robert Wilson & Edward Mayo; if they cannot serve 
then then others from the body called Quakers 

Ex. son Joshua Scott & Wm. Bundy 

Wit: Francis Tomes (wl729), Richard (R) Evins (wl692/3), [John] Kinsey 


Will of Joshua Scott 8 Jan 1685/6 Albemarle Co No Probate (Bradley, Grimes) 
Wife Mary - exec. 
2 dau - Grace [married Wm. Frayley] & Sarah - to have estate at age 21 
or marriage (300 acres each) 


Wife to enjoy whole estate until daus are age 21 or marry, then each dau 
300A; including land left me by my father. 
Wit: John Kinsay [d 5 May 1692 Berk Reg], Richd. Evens [wl692/3 also 
for Joseph Scott], John Wolfenden [wl691/2] 
Note the Quaker witnesses. 


Scott land record 

1684 Joseph Scott 640A English measure in Piquimons Precinct, joining 
the side of a swamp, upon ye brow of a hill, the river, and a branch. (Hofmann 
Pat 260) 

1684 Joshua scott 350A on the West side of Piquimons River in 
Piquimons Precinct, joining ye River side, Joseph Scott, Laurence Noggell. 
(Hofmann Pat 259) 

1684 Laurence Noggell 232A on W side Pequimons River in Piquimons 
Precinct, joining ye bank of ye sd river, Joshua Scott, and Tank’s Creaque or 
Gutt. (Hofmann Pat 258) 

1694 Apr 20 Thomas Peirce 300A Perg Prect adj pocoson, Joseph Scott, 
Perq R. (Hof Pat 30) 


Joseph Scott was a Quaker. He came very early to Carolina with the other 
Quaker settlers from New England. In 1672 the Quaker George Fox visited his 
home. Joseph may be the Joseph Scott who was born 14 July 1644 in 
Cambridge MA, son of Benjamin Scott and Margaret Stevenson. (Savage, 
“Genealogical Dictionary of New England”) No records exist for the early land 
transfers, so it is not determined how he acquired his property on the North side 
of the Perquimons River. Joseph was married at least twice, both times to a 
Mary. Joseph’s first wife Mary died 29 Dec 1682 (Berkley Register). His 
second wife Mary, widow of Henry Hudson, left a will 3 Oct 1692 in 
Perquimons. 


Joseph Scott owned two pieces of land 

I. Land on the North side of the Perquimons River, perhaps totaling 200 acres. 
No deed or patent has been found for this land; it may have been inherited, 
perhaps from his first wife. Other deeds or land on the North side of Perquimons 
River reference Joseph’s boundary line: 1) in 1691 Samuel Nicholson to his 
brother Joseph and 2) in 1694 William Bundy to Timothy Clear. Joseph’s land 
on the north side of Perquimons River went to two people: 
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1. Grandson Joseph Pierce, son of Joseph’s daughter Mary Pierce and 
her first husband John Pierce. Evidence for this is 1) Joseph Scott’s will in which 
he gave his grandson Joseph “land already conveyed to him on the other side of 
the river”. 2) Zachariah Nixon confirmed the deed of gift in a statement in 
Perquimons on 17d, 2m, 1738. Registered 18 May 1770. (see Perquimons Deed 
Book H, 113) 

2. Son Joshua, whose daughter Grace and her husband William Frayley 
sold 66 acres (a third of 200 acres formerly belonging to Joshua Scott) to 
Ezekiel Maudlin on 23 July 1701. The was was described as being on the North 
side of Perquimons River. (Perquimons Deeds Book A, 193) It is not definite 
whether this land originally belonged to Joseph Scott or was acquired by Joshua 
himself 


II. Patent land where the Newbold-White house stands 

Patent in 1684 to Joseph Scott for 640 acres English measure on the 
West side of Piquimous River, joining the side of a Swamp upon ye brow of a 
hill, the River, and a branch. (Hofmann - “Province of NC 1663-1729, Abstracts 
of Land Patents”) Thomas Pierce and Joshua Scott had patents adjacent to 
Joseph. 


This description matches the land where the Newbold-White house is situated; 
note the phrase “upon ye brow of a hill”. Joseph Scott must have lived on it 
when he died, because in his will he refers to the land he gave his grandson 
Joseph as “lying on the other side of the river”. When he moved onto the patent 
land and whether or not he first lived across the river is not determined. 


Early owners of the Joseph Scott Patent 

1. Joseph Scott 

2. Joshua Scott 

3. Joshua Scott’s heirs: William & Grace Frayley, Edmond & Sarah Pierce, 
Capt. Thomas & Mary Blount 

4. James Coles : 

5. James Coles heirs: Widow Mary Coles, William & Ann Hall, Thomas & 
Elizabeth Harvey 

6. Henry Clayton & daughter Sarah; Richard Skinner 

7. Abraham Sanders [2/3 rds of the. Joseph Scott patent] 


Owners of the patent land 

1. Joseph Scott obtained a patent for 640 acres. Joseph left his second wife 
“housing for lifetime”; she was not the mother of his children and she did not 
inherit the property. Joseph died the last of October 1685 (Berkley Register). 
He had three children: Caleb (died 1679), Mary m/1 John Pierce m/2 William 
Bundy m/3 Nicholas Simmons, and son Joshua who inherited “all real estate”. 


2. Joshua Scott inherited all his father’s real estate except a “deed of gift” to. 
Joseph Pierce. He also had patent land for 350 acres adjacent to his father 
Joseph. 
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Patent to Joshua Scott in 1684 for 350 acres on West side of Piquimons 
River in Piquimons Precinct, joining ye River side, Joseph Scott, Laurence 
Noggell. (Hofmann - “Province of NC 1663-1729, Abstracts of Land Patents”) 


Joshua died shortly after his father on 14 Jan [1685?] (Berkley Register). He left 
a wife Mary and two daughters: Grace born 21 Sept 1682 and Sarah born 20 
Mar 1685. 


3. Joshua’s heirs were: 

1) daughter Grace who married William Frayley 

2) daughter Sarah who married Edmond Pierce 

3) widow Mary who m/2 Capt. Thomas Blount (died 1706) m/3 Thomas 
Lee (died 1719) 


In 1701 William Frayley and wife Grace and Capt Thomas Blount and wife Mary 
sold their shares of 1050 acres to Edmond Pierce. Edmond Pierce and wife 
Sarah in turn sold the 1050 acres back to William Frayley. This left William 
Frayley in possession of all of Joshua Scott’s land. The 1050 acres included: the 
640 acre patent to Joseph Scott, the 350 acres patent to Joshua Scott, 60 acres 
(a third of 200 acres belonging to Joshua). 


1701 Jun 6. Wm. Fryley of Perquimons Precinct and wife Grace and 
Thomas Blount Esq and wife Mary of Chowan Precinct, sold to Edmond Peirce 
of Chowan, Gent. several plantations estimated at about 1050 acres called “Old 
Scotts”, Joshia Scott’s, and a tract on the north side of Perquimons River. 
Signed: William Fryle, Grace (GF) Fryly, Thomas Blount, Mary Blount. 
(Perquimons Deeds Book A, 169) 

1701 Jun 8. Edmond Peirce and wife Sarah sold to William Fryley of 
Perquimons a Plantation called “Old Scotts” and another tract on the noth side 
of Perquimons River estimated at 1050 acres. Signed: Edmund Pierce & Sarah 
(S) Pierce. (Perquimons Deeds Book A, #171) 


William Frayley and wife Grace sold all of Joshua Scott’s land: 

1) The land on the North side of the Perquimons River went to Ezekiel Maudlin 
1701 Jul 23. William Frayley and wife Grace sold to Ezekiel Moadley 

(Maudlin) 66 acres North side Perquimons River, being 1/3 of 200 acres 

formerly belonging to Joshua Scott (Perquimons Deeds Book A, 193) 


2) The two patents were sold to James Cole. 

1703/4 Jan 13. William Frilay of Chowan Prect and wife Grace sold to 
Capt. James Coles and wife Mary, 640A on W side of Perquimons River. 
Signed: William Fryley, Grace (S) Fryley. Later records show that Frayley also 
on 31 Jul 1707 sold the 350 acre patent of Joshua Scott to Coles. (Perquim6ns 
Book A,216; also ref BK B 54 & 223) 


4. James Coles bought the Scott patent land from William Frayley. James’ will 
probated 17 Jan 1713 in Perquimons left his Nansemond County VA land to his 
daughter Elizabeth; he divided his NC land between: 

1) His daughter Elizabeth, who married Thomas Harvey. 
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2) His wife Mary, whom he married 16 Jul 1698. (Berkley Register) 
Mary’s first husband was Jacob Peterson, who died 17 May 1698. Mary and 
Jacob had a daughter Ann, who married William Hall. 


5. Heirs of James Coles: 
1) Wife Mary and her heir, daughter Ann, who married William Hall 
2) Daughter Elizabeth and her husband Col. Thomas Harvey 





William Hall sold his wife Ann’s inheritance to Henry Clayton. 

On 19 Feb 1718/19 William Hall and wife Ann (only heir of Mary Coles) 
sold to Henry Clayton 640 acres [Joseph Scott’s patent] and a moety (half) 350 
acres (Joshua Scott’s patent) due Mary Coles by James’ will. Ann relinquished 
her dower right. (Perquimons Deeds Book B, 54) 

On 26 Oct 1724 Henry Clayton of Albemarle and Col. Thomas Harvey 
and his wife Elizabeth made an agreement. James Coles’s will had given his wife 
Mary and daughter Elizabeth each half of the 640 acre tract. William Hall as 
Mary’s only heir had claimed the whole tract and had sold it to Clayton. It was 
agreed that Thomas and wife Elizabeth were to have a third of the tract and 
Clayton was to hold two thirds. (Perquimons Deed Book B, 614) 


Col. Thomas Harvey and wife Elizabeth sold her inheritance: 
1) 1/3 of 640 acres to Richard Skinner 

22 Jul 1725 Thomas Harvey and wife Elizabeth, heir of Major James 
Coles deceased, sold to Richard Skinner 216 acres, part of a larger tract of 640 
acres [Joseph Scott patent]. (Perquimons Deeds Book B, 199) 
2) 1/2 of 350 acre to Jonathan Evans. 

15 Jan 1717/18 Thomas Harvey and wife Elizabeth sold to Jonathan 
Evans 175 acres [half of Joshua Scott patent]. (Perquimons Deeds Book B, 34) 


6. Henry Clayton held 2/3 rds of the original Joseph Scott patent and 1/2 of 
Joshua Scott’s patent. His only heir was daughter Sarah. The trustees of 
Clayton’s will sold this land to Abraham Sanders. 

12 Jul 1726 the trustees of Henry Clayton’s will dated 20 Jan 1715/6 sold 
to Abraham Sanders, the highest bidder, the plantation called the Vineyard. This 
was two thirds of 640 acres [Joseph Scott patent] and 175 acres a motety or half 
of 350 acres [Joshua Scott patent] which Clayton bought from William Hall. 


7. Abraham Sanders [2/3] / Richard Skinner [1/3] [Joseph Scott patent] 
No attempt has been made to trace further. 
AHN 
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BASTARDY 
The Examination of Sarah Vernelson 

















An examination was normally conducted by two Justices of the County Court. The next 
step was the issuance of a Bastardy Bond binding the father and his securities (bondsmen) to the 
support and maintenance of the child. Finally, the Court decreed scheduled payments of 
specified amounts. The payments were not usually stated in the bond, but are found in the 
Minutes of the Court. 

The above examination provides information that was likely not repeated in the bond. 
We are told that Sarah was a widow, so we know that she was not, most likely, born a 
Vernelson. Also, we learn that George Ivy was a “Hatter”. As we know that both Crooke and 
Blount lived at, or near, Plymouth, it seems likely the Sarah was also of the western area of 
Tyrrell County. 


(Tyrrell County Bastardy Bonds. Microfilm, NC A&H) 


WCGSJ 100 DEC 1997 


BASTARDY BOND 
Zilpha Norman - John Marriner 
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In the Minutes of April Term, 1794, John Marriner is identified as “son of John”. Zilpha is 
“allowed £6 for the support and maintenance of a bastard begotten on her by John Marriner, for 
the (first?) year’. 
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Arthur Rhodes 























Arthur Rhodes owned the land on which the town of Plymouth was founded. The Tyrrell 
Court Minutes of July, 1787 refer to “the new town on the Roanoke River”, without dignifying 
it with a name. We have not found the Act of Assembly authorizing the town. 
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